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many forms of domestic energy produc-
tion, are able to offer lower production
costs directly tied to their lower en-
ergy costs.

Under the current congressional lead-
ership, Congress will not even consider
domestic exploration and recovery of
an abundance of energy resources that
we have here in the United States.
With these energy resources, we can
grow our own economy, retain Amer-
ican jobs and prevent them from being
taken overseas.

The bottom line is that energy equals
manufacturing which equals jobs, and
we in Congress must remember that as
our energy debate continues.

————

NO BAN EXISTS ON OFFSHORE OIL
DRILLING

(Mr. DEFAZIO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. DEFAZIO. Mr. Speaker, there is
no ban on offshore oil drilling. In fact,
there are 33.5 million acres offshore
leased to the oil industry from which
they are extracting nothing and they
are not developing. They say, well,
they don’t have the drill bits or they
don’t have the time or whatever. The
Republicans say they need more leases.

They don’t need more leases. They
need to develop what is out there, plain
and simple. Think of the former Naval
Petroleum Reserve. It is right up there
in Alaska next to ANWR, 13.4 billion
barrels of known reserves, drilled and
capped by the oil industry, leased by
Bill Clinton, not producing a single
drop.

But, oh, let’s go to ANWR. There
might be some there.

Come on, guys. They are not devel-
oping what they have now. There is a
20-year supply out there underneath
their idle leases that could double our
domestic production, and, plain and
simple, they haven’t developed it. Then
when they are done with that, then we
can have a debate about more leasing
in other places.

TIME TO START UTILIZING
AMERICAN ENERGY RESOURCES

(Mr. NEUGEBAUER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. NEUGEBAUER. Mr. Speaker, 1
have been listening to a lot of rhetoric
on the other side about it is time for a
change in America. I agree. It is time
for the Democrats to change their
votes and stop voting against pro-
ducing energy that belongs to Ameri-
cans.

One of the things that we do every
morning, and we got the opportunity
this morning, is to write Hugo Chavez
another check for $170 million. We
wrote one yesterday, and we will write
one tomorrow. Just think of what we
could do with $170 million, investing it
right here in American jobs.

When we bring up ANWR, 86 percent
of the Democrats voted against that.
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When we bring up coal-to-liquid tech-
nology, 78 percent of the Democrats
voted against that. When we bring up
developing oil shale exploration, 86 per-
cent of the Democrats voted against
that. The Outer Continental Shelf, 83
percent of the Democrats voted against
that. Refinery capacity, we are import-
ing gasoline into this country, 96 per-
cent of the Democrats are opposed to
that.

It is time for change. It is time to
start producing American resources.

———————

EXTENDING UNEMPLOYMENT BEN-
EFITS IMPORTANT STEP FOR-
WARD FOR ECONOMY

(Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of
Texas asked and was given permission
to address the House for 1 minute.)

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of
Texas. Mr. Speaker, nearly one in five
unemployed Americans have lost their
unemployment benefits because it has
taken them longer than 26 weeks to
find a new job. Obviously, most compa-
nies are laying off. Imagine not having
a job, losing unemployment benefits,
and then trying to pay for gas at the
pump and food at the grocery store.

This Democratic Congress knows it is
tougher to find a job when the econ-
omy is not producing them. That is
why we passed legislation last week
giving these workers an additional 13
weeks of unemployment benefits.

In my home State of Texas, there are
more than 45,000 workers who have al-
ready exhausted their unemployment
insurance and 115,000 more that are ex-
pected to exhaust their benefits by
March of next year. This legislation
would help all of these people. But
President Bush and his Republican al-
lies here in the House oppose our ef-
forts, even though the President sup-
ported a similar extension back in 2002
when the economic situation is not
nearly as bad as it is now.

Mr. Speaker, millions of American
workers need help from this Congress
today. Washington Republicans should
reconsider their opposition to this im-
portant legislation.

———
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BROADCASTER FREEDOM ACT

(Mr. PENCE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PENCE. Mr. Speaker, the Amer-
ican people cherish freedom. That’s
why President Reagan repealed the so-
called Fairness Doctrine back in 1987
that actually regulated the content of
radio airwaves for more than four dec-
ades.

Today, while some of the most pow-
erful Democrats in Congress make
plans to restore this Depression-era
regulation, Republicans have taken ac-
tion. We introduced the Broadcaster
Freedom Act that would take the
power to restore the Fairness Doctrine
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away from this or any future Presi-
dent, and we filed a discharge petition
to force an up or down vote. But in 245
days, not one single House Democrat
has signed the discharge petition for
broadcast freedom.

I offer my Democrat colleagues this
respectful challenge. If you cherish
freedom, you cherish the freedom of
the press. If you cherish the airwaves
of America, left, right and center, let’s
make this Fourth of July Radio Inde-
pendence Day.

Sign the discharge petition for broad-
cast freedom by Independence Day.

————
AIR FORCE TANKER DECISION

(Mr. SMITH of Washington asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. SMITH of Washington. Mr.
Speaker, the GAO is scheduled this
week to decide whether or not to over-
turn the Air Force decision on award-
ing the tanker contract to Airbus. We
have already heard this morning that
the Air Force has discovered that they
made numerous mistakes in how they
calculated the cost.

There is another huge issue. We hope
the GAO does the right thing and over-
turns that decision, but even if they
don’t, we have to keep in mind that our
country has a trade action against Air-
bus right now for unfairly and illegally
subsidizing their products, the very
product that the Air Force has decided
to buy.

If we want to enforce our trade laws
against our trading partners to our ad-
vantage, it makes no sense whatsoever
to reward precisely the illegal, unfair
behavior that we are trying to stop
them from doing. Giving them this
contract does that, and we should over-
turn it either by the GAO or by Con-
gress if they don’t and not reward un-
fair subsidization by our foreign com-
petitors.

———

GAS PRICES

(Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, Americans are fed up paying
over $4 per gallon for gas and nearly $5
for diesel. The price of a gallon of gas
has spiked $2 since Democrats took
control of Congress in January of 2007.

It’s high time we did something
about the skyrocketing cost of gasoline
and allow us to explore for oil right
here in America. To bring down the
price of gasoline, we need to expand
U.S. refinery capacity, tap America’s
own energy resources, streamline the
number of fuel blends and promote the
use of clean, alternative energy. With a
nationwide price for gasoline now over
$4 a gallon, it’s no surprise a recent
Gallup Poll showed 57 percent of Amer-
icans now favor further exploration for
oil right here in America. These folks
are right.
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